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REMARKS 



In the OFFICE ACTION dated December 15, 2003, the Examiner rejected claims 
14-15 under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Idemitsu Petrochemical (EP 
417,305). The Examiner also rejected same claims 14-15 under the judicially created 
doctrine of double patenting over claims 8, 10 and 1 1 of U.S. Patent No. 6,339,473 in view 
of Idemitsu Petrochemical (EP 417,305). Furthermore, the Examiner objected to claims 
16-27 as being dependent upon rejected claims 14 and 15. 

Applicant acknowledges with appreciation the Examiner's indication of allowable 
subject matter indicating claims 28-35 allowable over the prior art of record. 

In response to the OFFICE ACTION, Applicant has rewritten the claims, based on 
the Allowable Subject Matter section of the Detailed Action, to place them in condition for 
allowance and obviate the need for a Terminal Disclaimer under 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1 .321 (c). 
More specifically, Applicant has added the limitation of claim 16 to amended claim 14. 
Applicant has cancelled claim 16 and rewritten amended claims 15, 17 to 35 for clarity. 

Applicant has also added new claims 36 to 44 including the limitation for which the 
Examiner has indicated as allowable over the prior art of record in independent claim 36. 

In view of the above remarks and amendments, the Applicant respectfully requests 
that amended claims 14, 15, 17 to 35, and new claims 36 to 44 be allowed. 

Applicant encloses herewith a "CLEAN VERSION" of all pending claims pursuant to 
MPEP § 714. 

In view of the above amendments, Applicant believes the present case is in 
condition for allowance. Applicant thus requests that the Examiner accordingly issue a 
notice of allowance. 
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If the Examiner believes that contact with Applicant's representative would be 
advantageous toward the disposition of this case, he is herein requested to call Applicant's 
representative at the phone number noted below. 



Date: %*suk A"? $00 >j 



126 Almador 
Irvine, CA 92614 
Tel: (949) 584-3084 
Fax: (949) 955-2360 



Bspectfully stib 





lonald Boflella 
Reg. No. 35,451 
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CLEAN VERSION OF ALL PENDING CLAIMS 
1 through 13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of conducting an optical inspection of a 
specimen in association with an optical disc and at least one optical reader, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a specimen support surface associated with said optical disc; 

providing a first optical detector and a second optical detector; 

providing an optically readable encoded information in association with said optical 

disc; 

reading said encoded information with said at least one optical reader; 
optically inspecting said specimen using a light source; and 
separately measuring a first output from said first optical detector and a second 
output from said second optical detector. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14 wherein said step of optically 
inspecting said specimen includes the use of three light detectors. 

16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14 further comprising: 
providing a third optical detector; and 

separately measuring a third output from said third optical detector. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 17 including comparing said first 
output and said second output to produce a ratio thereof. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 8 including using said first output 
and said ratio in an analysis of the inspection of said specimen. 
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20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19 including using said third 
output in said analysis. 

21. (Currently Amended) The method of any oneof claims 14, 15, 17, 18, 19 or 
20 wherein said first and second optical detectors are positioned on opposite sides of said 
optical disc. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 5 wherein a first detector of said 
three light detectors is on one side of said optical disc and a second detector and a third 
detector of said three light detectors is on an opposite side of said optical disc relative to 
said first detector. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21 wherein said first optical 
detector reads reflected light modulated by said encoded information on said optical disc. 

24. * (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23 wherein said second optical 
detector reads light transmitted through said optical disc. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24 wherein said second optical 
detector reads light transmitted through said encoded information after interaction of said 
transmitted light with said specimen. 

26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 25 wherein said third optical 
detector reads light transmitted through said encoded information after interaction of said 
transmitted light with said specimen. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 26 wherein an analysis of said 
specimen uses said third output only when said second output or the ratio of said first 
output relative said second output exceeds a predetermined value. 
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28. (Currently Amended) A method for carrying out an optical inspection and 
analysis of a biological specimen in association with a computer, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

providing an optically readable encoded information in conjunction with an optical 
disc capable of being scanned and read by an optical reader associated with said 
computer; 

providing a sample support surface associated with said optical disc; 

placing a biological specimen within said sample support surface; 

optically inspecting said specimen with a light source and a detector system and 
producing a first data stream suitable for input to said computer; and 

optically reading the encoded information on said optical disc and producing a 
second data stream suitable for input to said computer, said detector system for optically 
inspecting said specimen including a first detector on one side of said optical disc and a 
second detector on an opposite side of said optical disc. 

29. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 28 wherein said encoded 
information is provided in a partially light reflective and partially tight-transmissive layer 
within said optical disc. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 29 wherein a first output of said 
first detector and a second output of said second detector are compared in a ratio which is 
used in producing said first data stream. 

31. (Currently Amended) The method of either claim 29 or 30 wherein said first 
detector reads reflected light modulated by said encoded information and said first output 
is used in producing said second data stream. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 28 wherein a third detector is 
provided on said opposite side of said optical disc. 
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33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein said third detector is 
used in producing said first data stream. 

34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33 wherein said third detector is 
provided to be used when said second output or a ratio of said first and second output 
exceed a predetermined value. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 34 wherein said third detector is 
provided to increase the resolution with which the surface of the disc is read relative that of 
said second detector. 

* 

36. (New) A method of conducting an optical inspection of a specimen in 
association with an optical disc, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a specimen support surface associated with said optical disc; 
optically inspecting said specimen using a light source, a first detector and a second 
detector; and 

separately measuring a first output from said first detector and a second output from 
said second detector. 

37. (New) The method according to claim 36 further comprising the step of 
providing an optically readable encoded information in conjunction with said optical disc. 

38. (New) The method according to claim 37 wherein said optically readable 
encoded information is provided in a partially light-reflective and partially light-transmissive 
layer within said optical disc. 

39. (New) The method according to claim 38 wherein said first output and said 
second output are compared in a ratio to produce a first data stream. 
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40. (New) The method according to claim 39 wherein said first detector reads 
reflected light modulated by said optically readable encoded information and said first 
output said first detector is used to produce a second data stream. 



41. (New) The method according to claim 40 further comprising the step of 
providing a third detector on the same side of said optical disc as said second detector and 
on the opposite side of said first detector. 

42. (New) The method according to claim 41 wherein said third detector is used 
in producing said first data stream. 

43. (New) The method according to claim 42 wherein said third detector is 
provided to be used when said second output or a ratio of said first output and said second 
output exceed a predetermined value. 

44. (New) The method according to claim 43 wherein said third detector is 
provided to increase the resolution with which the surface of the disc is read relative that of 
said second detector. 
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